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and hemi-closed platformal depressions. The topography of the sea bottom was com-
plicated owing to the existence of the intermittent islands. The sedimentations
around them were controlled to some extent. The relieves of ancient lands around
the sea, except Cathaysia and Leiqiong, were relatively even due to long erosion
and truncation. The sedimentary environment and sediments in every littoral area
adjacent to' the margins of various ancient lands were determined by their different
relieves. In the area close to' mountains were the tidal flat deposits consisting ma-
inly of turbid-water clastic rocks; in the area adjacent to plain, the tidal flat
deposits are dominated by clean-water carbonate; in the bay area, sediments of
mud-algae flat comprise dominantly dolomite with character of lagoon-facies.

The Late-Middle carboniferous sea area was a epicontinental sea. Its wave
action was less intensive, but tidal action was more significant. Thus, a vast car-
bonate platform and tidalflat zones occurred as wide as scores of kilometers.

There have been various sets of sedimentary facies in the area because of the
differences in the nature and the distance from continental source, and in the depth
and energy of sea water, and so the clear water sedimentary facies set model and
the turbid water sedimentary facies set model can be distinguished, but the former
is dominant. The carbonate sedimentary model, therefore, was a principal one in
the south of China in the Late-Middle Carboniferous Epoch, consisting of the facies
of near shore and carbonate platform. Whereas, the clastic sedimentary model ap-
pears only in a few littoral zones.

The Late-Middle Carboniferous basin and bank in the south of China differ from
the basin and the shoal of platformal ’margin in J,L.Wilson’s carbonate model. The
former, a subfacies zone, developed on the carbonate platform.

The Late-Middle Carboniferous sedimentary model in the south of China only
corresponds to 7—9 facies zones of J. .. Wilson’s model. Its 1—6 facies zones

disappear in the author’s model.
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